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The kamiyuisan stated that fancy hairdressing
is a comparatively recent event in Japan. Women
used to pride themselves on their ability to fix
their own hair.
"The men started it all," said the hairdresser,
"The samurai were very vain and used to have
professional ^hairdtessers as early as the thirteenth
century. The women got the idea from the kabttki
theatre. The first professional hairdresser for
women was a wigmaker for female impersonators,
His wigs set the styles for years. Now my pro-
fession is handled only by women but men still
dress the kabuki wigs."
The first woman to divide her hair and use
the modern mage> or knot, seems to have been a
courtesan named Yoshi Katsuyama who lived in
the seventeenth century. Women did not adopt
the fanciful stage styles and take to professional
hair dressers, however, until the era of An-ei
(1772-80).
The kamiywsan also pointed out that geisha
do not have special hair,styles which denote their
profession but wear the juiwata^ momowan and
sbimada though there is a geisha vatktion of the
stimada mage which 4s called geiko mag, or geisba
knot. It differs froin the classical sUmada in that
the top loops are small and flat tather than high